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AND THE SEEVANTS or SOMAVAMSHI SOCIETY, BOMBAY.                   [Continued.

13. From the account of our unhappy plight which
we have given in the above paragraphs it would not
indeed be surprising if we stated that we are opposed
to Indianisation in so far as it is understood by that
term greater association of Indians in the services
irrespective of better opportunities for the depressed
classes. Extension of political power to the caste
Hindus proceeding simultaneously with their wider re-
cruitment to the services would result in this, that
even the small boons we have enjoyed would be auto-
matically whittled down, for, in the nature of things,
no caste Hindu, once he occupies a position of influ-
ence, would allow a member of the depressed classes
to rise in the social or economic scale, but, on the
contrary, would aim to stabilise his condition as a
hewer of wood and drawer of water. We have more
to hope from the British officer, who, free from com-
munal or caste bias, unfettered by any wicked tradi-
tion, is quick to respond to the promptings of his
conscience and the dictates of humanity. We realise
that, with the passage of time, we cannot hope for ever
to rely upon the protecting arm of the British officer,
but we do hope that, in the transition period through
which the country is passing, every endeavour will be
made to encourage us to join the services by promot-
ing recruitment on certain preferential lines. As the
benefits of education are grudgingly allowed to us, it
is not fair to expect that our young men are able to
join the services which require an early age limit. An
extension of the age limit to people of our community
would be a great encouragement to our young men
and constitute an act of fairness which it would be
wrong for other communities to complain about.
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Where candidates of equal qualifications are in the
running for an appointment it would be, again, an act
of barest justice to grant the boon to a member of the
depressed classes.

14. We now conclude this Memorandum upon a note
of optimism. We regard the Commissioners as a body
of men who have come to this country at great personal
sacrifice, with the single and selfless motive of doing
their best for the subjects of this part of His Majesty's
Empire. We have no doubt but that the ideals that
animate them and the motives that inspire them are
those that filled the lives of that band of inspired
statesmen, Canning, Ripon, Dalhousie, Elphinstone,
Morley, Minto, Hardinge and others too numerous to
mention who have left behind them a mantle of in-
spiration for the guidance of succeeding generations of
statesmen. We recollect how, on the morrow of a
great upheaval, Queen Victoria of beloved memory
told the Indian people that the welfare of her Indian
fellow subjects was the greatest object of her wish,
and that no subject of Her Majesty shall, by reason
of his colour, caste or creed, be debarred from filling
the highest offices of state to which he is entitled by
his ability, honesty and integrity to aspire. We trust,
therefore, that the Commissioners will be pleased to
enquire into our legitimate grievances and recommend
solutions to the Imperial Government on the lines we
have suggested in this Memorandum.

We beg to add that representatives of the two
Societies or Associations of which this is a joint
Memorandum will be ready to give oral evidence
before the Commission whenever required.

We have the honour, &c.,

Your obedient Servants,

S. WAGHMAKE,

President.

The Servants of Somavamslii Society of
Bombay.

G. C. KAKDE,

Honorary General Secretary.
Servants of Somavamshi Society.

9th July, 1928.